Encouraging facts do exist in the face of inevitable radia- 
tion exposure. For one thing breast feeding can reduce Stron- 
tium 90 ingested by infants because the mother’s body acts as a 
filter absorbing most of the dangerous element. 

Also studies in California have shown that fruits contain 
much less Strontium than vegetables, probably because of pro- 
tection by the foliage and the washing effect of rains. 

We must also understand that the flesh of animals has less 
concentration of radioactive material than the bones or milk. 
Small grains, particularly wheat, concentrate the fallout prod- 
ucts, but corn is protected by its husk. Beans and peas, but not 
the pods, are safe. Smooth surfaced vegetables such as tomatoes 
and cucurbits can be washed, as also leafy vegetables. Thus far 
the vegetables grown underground have not picked up enough 
activity from contaminated soil, but they should, nevertheless, 
be peeled. Perhaps our organic soils can be protected by cov- 
ering with a plastic mulch when not in use. A dry summer such 
as this one of 1962 has not brought down much contamination by 
rainfall. 

Proof that the organic treatment of soils with mulches 
reduces radioactive danger is contained in an article by Dr. Ron- 
ald G. Menzel in “Compost Science,”’ Winter, Volume 2, #4. He 
concludes as follows; “The practice of mulching with organic 
materials, as with straw being mechanically spread, greatly re- 
duces radioactive content in soil, since mulch can be later re- 
moved.” It is also shown in the article that the optimum use of 
soil amendments such as Calcium may also coincide with their 
optimum use for reduction of Strontium 90 available to plant life. 

An attitude of meek acceptance that the Atomic Age with 
all its dangers is here to stay should not apply to B. D. Farmers 
and Gardeners. As members of a movement concerned with 
fighting pesticides and soil contaminants, we should vigorously 
support those who oppose this new menace to civilization. 
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REGULAR AND ENRICHED HYBROTITE 
For Flowers, Fruits, Vegetables, Farm Crops 
ACTIVATED WITH 8B. D. STARTER 
READY & EASY TO USE 


Improves the Soil to Produce Better Organic Foods 


Available At 
THREEFOLD FARM DAIRY HUNGRY HOLLOW ROAD 


Spring Valley, N. Y. 


(Those Not in this Area Please Address 
Blenders Incorporated, 6964 Main Street, Lithonia, Georgia) 
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